Fluconazole in the treatment of pediatric tinea capitis caused by Microsporum canis.
Fluconazole has been shown to be effective in the treatment of fungal scalp infections in children; however, there is limited experience of its use in Microsporum scalp infections. We studied 11 children with tinea capitis caused by Microsporum canis who received oral fluconazole at a dose of 5-7.5 mg/kg/day for 6 weeks. Mycological cure was observed in two of the 11 patients at week 4 from the start of therapy, in four patients at week 8 and in three patients at week 16. One of the remaining patients had positive mycology at week 8, but was unavailable for further evaluation. Fluconazole was effective in treating pediatric tinea capitis caused by Microsporum canis and was well tolerated. Clinical and mycological response was achieved in some patients weeks after the cessation of the administration of fluconazole.